o
The Musnad!

of the Greatest Imam Abu Hanifah &

He Chier Qadi Abu’l-Mu’ayyad Muhammad ibn Mahmud ibn
Muhammad al-Khwarazmi collected and arranged this Musnad.” In it
he collected the Musnad collections of the Greatest Imam with which
previous scholars were concerned and he claimed that he did not omit any
of the transmissions of Aba Hanifah. Before him, there were a number of
Musnads containing the transmissions of Abti Hanifah which were in common
use among people. In the preface to his Musnad he mentioned the names

! tis entitled Jami® masanid al-Imam al-A‘zam.

2 Abti Hanifah, the Greatest Imam and the Jaqih of Iraq, an-Nu‘man ibn Thabit ibn Zata at-
Taymi by clientage, al-Kafi. He was born in 80. He saw Anas ibn Malik more than once when he
came to visit them in Kufa. He related from “Ata’, Nafi‘, Qatadah, ‘Amr ibn Dinar and a great
number of scholars. Zufar ibn al-Hudhayl, Dawad at-Ta’i, Qadi Aba Yasuf, Muhammad ibn
al-Hasan and al-Hasan ibn Ziyad al-Lu’lu’i learned figh from him. He was a scrupulous imam,
excellent scholar, and a man of worship of great importance. He refused to accept the stipends
of the Sultan. He engaged in commerce and earned his living. Yazid ibn Hartn was asked,
“Who had more figh: ath-Thawri or Abt Hanifah?” “Abu Hanifah had more figh and Sufyan
memorised more hadith,” he answered. Ibn al-Mubarak said, “Abti Hanifah had the greatest
knowledge of figh among people.” Ash-ShifiT said, “In figh, people are in need of Abt Hanifah.”
Yazid said, “I have not seen anyone more scrupulous or intelligent than Abti Hanifah. Yazid ibn
‘Amr ibn Hubayra beat him in order to force him to accept the office of gadz, but he still refused
to become a gadi.” Abti Dawiid said, “Abti Hanifah was an imam.” He died in Rajab 150.

Imam adh-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-huffaz, 1:151-152.

3 Muhammad ibn Mahmid ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, the Imam, Abu’l-Mu’ayyad al-
Khwarazmi al-Khatib. He was born in 603. He studied figh with Imam Najm ad-Din Tahir ibn
Muhammad al-Ju‘fi. He was appointed Qadi of Khwarazm. He came to Baghdad on his way to
perform Hajj and then went on Hajj and returned by way of Egypt. He went to Damascus and
related hadith. Then he returned to Baghdad and studied there until he died in 655 .

The hadith scholar ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn Abi’l-Wafa’ al-Hanafi, al-Jawahir al-mudi’ah fi tabagat al-
Hanafiyyah, 2:132.
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and authors of these Musnads' and his lines of transmission from them.” The
most famous of them are the two Musnads that are still in common use until
today, which are:

1. The Musnad of the Hafiz of hadith, Muhammad ibn Ya‘qab al-H:Elrithi.3

2. The Musnad of the Hafiz of his time, al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn
Khusraw .

! Abu’l-Mu’ayyad al-Khwarazmi said, “In Syria I listened to one of those ignorant of the worth
(of the Greatest Imam) who disparaged him, belittled him, exalted others, looked down on him
and attributed lack of transmission of hadith to him. As evidence for that, he used the fame
of the Musnad which Abu’l-“Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya‘qtib al-Asamm collected for ash-ShafiT,
the Muwatta’ of Malik and the Musnad of Imam Ahmad, may Allah Almighty have mercy on
all of them. He claimed that Abu Hanifah did not have a Musnad and that he only related a
small number of hadith. So a divine religious zeal and Hanafi Nu‘mani solidarity moved me to
collect the fifteen Musnads which had been collected for him by the paragons of the scholars
of hadith:

1. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and HafizAbt Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad
ibn Ya‘qub ibn al-Harith al-Harithi al-Bukhari known as ‘Abdullah the Master .

2. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz Abu’l-Qasim Talhah ibn Muhammad ibn
Ja‘far, the just martyr.

3. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz Abu’l-Khayr Muhammad ibn al-Muzaffar
ibn Miisa ibn ‘Isa ibn Muhammad.

4. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz Aba Nu‘aym Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn
Ahmad al-Asfahani.

5. A Musnad collected for him by the Shaykh and trustworthy just man, Abtt Bakr Muhammad
ibn “Abd al-Baqi ibn Muhammad al-Ansari.

6. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz, the author of alJarh wa’t-ta‘dil, Abu
Ahmad ‘Abdullih ibn ‘Adi al-Jurjani.

7. A Musnad collected for him by Imam al-Hasan ibn Ziyad al-Lu’lu’i.

8. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz ‘Umar ibn al-Hasan al-Ashnani.

9. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz, Aba Bakr Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid ibn Khali al-Kila‘.

10. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz Abt ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-
Husayn ibn Muhammad Khusraw al-Balkhi.

11. A Musnad collected for him by Imam Abu Yisuf, the Qadi, Ya‘qtb ibn Ibrahim al-Ansari, and
they related it from him. It is called the Nuskhah Aba Yasuf.

12. A Musnad collected for him by Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ash-Shaybani. They related
it from him. It is called the Nuskhah Muhammad.

13. A Musnad connected for him by his son Imam Hammad ibn Abi Hanifah. They related it
from his father.

14. A Musnad also collected for him by Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, most of which is from
the Followers. They relate it from him under the title al-Athar.

15. A Musnad collected for him by the Imam and Hafiz, Abu’l-Qasim ‘“Abdullah ibn Muhammad
ibn Abi’l-“Awwam as-Sughdi.

Jami: masanid al-Imam al-A‘zam, 1:4-5.

2 Jami® masanid al-Imam al-A‘zam, 1:69-77.

3The scholar of Transoxania, hadith scholar and notable Imam, Abit Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn
Muhammad ibn Ya‘qab al-Harithi al-Bukhari, entitled the Professor (al-Ustadh), the collector
of the Musnads of al-Imam Aba Hanifah. He was born in 258. He related from ‘Ubaydullah ibn
Wasil, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali as-Sa’igh and Misa ibn Hartan al-Hlammal. Muhammad ibn al-Hasan
ibn Manstr an-Naysaburi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ya‘qab al-Farisi and Abt ‘“Abdullah ibn
Mandah related from him. Ibn Mandah spoke well of him. He was the Shaykh of the Madhhabin
Transoxania. He died in 340 at the age of 82. Al-Khalili said, “He had knowledge of this subject,
but was soft and so they consider him weak.”

See Imam adh-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-huffaz 3:68 and Mizan al-itidal 2:74, and Siyar a‘lam an-
nubala’, 15:424-425, and Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadharat adh-dhahab, 2:257.

1 He is al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Khusraw al-Balkhi, Abt ‘Abdullah, the hadith scholar,
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This author obtained an éjazah for these three Musnads from his shaykhs.
The ascription of this Musnad to Abt Hanifah is only like the ascription of
whatisin the Musnadof Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal of the musnad transmissions
of Abui Bakr as-Siddiq « to him, as though he were a writer and compiler.

teacher of the Hanafi people of Baghdad, the Collector of the Musnad for Abti Hanifah. He
listened to Abu’l-Hasan al-Anbari and ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn Fahd. Ibn an-Najjar said, “The faqgih of
the people of Iraq in Baghdad in his time. He listened to many scholars and took a lot from the
companions of Abti ‘Ali ibn Shadhan and Abu’l-Qasim ibn Bushran.” Ibn al-Jawzi related from
him. He died in Shawwal, 526.

See the hadith scholar ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Hanafi, al-Jawahir al-mudi’ah fi tabaqat al-Hanafiyyah, 216,
Imam adh-Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam an-nubala’, 19:592-593 and Mizan al-i“tidal 1:547-548.
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